
* * * PRESS RELEASE * * * 
Bilbao to welcome more than 1300 international hydropower 

experts for HYDRO 2012 Conference in October 

 
Wallington, UK and Bilbao, Spain, 16 May 2012: HYDRO 2012: Innovative Approaches to 
Global Challenges, an international conference and exhibition organized by The International 
Journal on Hydropower & Dams will be held in Bilbao from 29 to 31 October 2012. Policy-
makers, developers, financiers, and hydro practitioners from all parts of the world will attend 
the event, which will be held at the Euskalduna Congress Centre.  

With nearly 2 billion people in the world still lacking a reliable electricity supply, and about 70 
per cent of the world’s hydro potential remaining to be exploited, there is no doubt about the 
urgent need for more carefully planned hydro schemes to be implemented. In the industrialized 
nations, for example in Europe, many hydro plants have been in operation for 50 years or more; 
refurbishment and upgrading will bring them in line with current safety standards, and can offer 
a cost-effective way of bringing new capacity on line to meet increasing demand.  

HYDRO 2012, the 19th conference in this well established series of events, will again bring 
together the world hydropower community from about 80 countries to discuss potential and 
plans for future large and small-scale hydro development. Panellists will discuss investment in 
hydropower: new financing strategies, economic aspects; risk management; multipurpose 
benefits; and public perception of hydropower. Technical presentations will reflect innovations 
in technology, design trends, how to enhance safety, efficiency and economy in operation, and 
new engineering challenges. International collaboration and integrated regional development 
will be other key issues, along with environmental and social aspects and the implications of 
climate change. European water and energy policy, and the synergy between renewable energy 
sources in the European grid will also be on the agenda.  

An international steering committee of eminent experts works with the Aqua-Media team to 
ensure the technical excellence of the programme. The event will be an ideal opportunity to 
promote Spanish expertise in the field of hydropower, pumped storage and water resources 
development, and for interaction with international delegates.  

An important element of HYDRO 2012 will be the major international technical exhibition. About 
200 companies active in the hydro and dams profession will demonstrate their expertise and 
scope of supplies or services. International delegates from more than 80 countries, including 
financiers from the major IFIs, leading consultants, high level representatives of ministries and 
power/water authorities, decision makers from private and public developers, and major 
contractors and suppliers, will have the opportunity to visit exhibitors. Over the three days, they 
will make valuable new contacts from countries where major hydro development programmes 
are under way and planned.  Various aspects of HYDRO 2012 will be supported by industry 
sponsors such as Indar, Andritz Hydro, Iberdrola, Ingeteam, Water Gen Power, TES Electric 
Machines, Hans Künz GmbH, ABB, Farab, Montanhydraulik, James Walker, Koncar, Mavel, Voith, 
Farab and others. 

The Spanish and Chinese National Committees on Large Dams will organize a conference on RCC 
dams in Zaragoza, in the week preceding  HYDRO 2012, and special arrangements are being 
made for delegates wishing to attend these two complementary events. A study tour to RCC 
dams departing from Zaragoza will end in Bilbao, in time for delegates to register for HYDRO 



2012. 

HYDRO 2012 delegates will have the opportunity to take a short tour to the Mutriku wave 
powerplant, in operation close to Bilbao. There will also be a post-conference study tour to a 
major pumped-storage scheme. 

Cultural trips are being organized for accompanying persons during the conference, and social 
events for all participants will provide an excellent opportunity for networking, while 
experiencing the delights of Basque cuisine.  
 
Contacts: 
(Editorial/Conferences): Mrs Alison Bartle and Mr Steve Usher (edit@hydropower-dams.com) 
(Conference Project Manager): Mrs Margaret Bourke (mb@hydropower-dams.com) 
(Sales & Marketing/Exhibitions): Mr Lukas Port (sales@hydropower-dams.com) 
(Journal Subscriptions): Mrs Maria Flintan (subs@hydropower-dams.com) 
 
Address: Aqua-Media International Ltd, PO Box 285, Wallington, SM6 6AN, UK 
Website: www.hydropower-dams.com  
 
For information about HYDRO 2012 in Spanish, contact: maria.loredo@hydropower-dams.com   
 
About Aqua-Media International:  
Aqua-Media International publishes the bimonthly International Journal on Hydropower & Dams, which disseminates 
information on a broad range of topics relating to hydropower, dam engineering and some broader aspects of water 
resources development and management. Project descriptions focus on innovative or challenging schemes. Policy 
papers look at national development targets and plans, as well as global challenges such as environmental 
management, social issues and concerns about climate change. Special issues focus on the regions of the world with 
the most active water resources development programmes under way, and large potential for the future (such as 
Asia, Africa, Latin America). The Journal aims to present a balanced view of the role and benefits of hydropower, and 
to encourage best practice in planning, design, construction and operation. Reports are published on the activities 
and initiatives of the international professional associations, such as ICOLD, IEA, ICID, IWRA, ESHA, the World Water 
Council, and others. The total readership of the journal spans more than 180 countries.  
The two largest categories of reader, by professional activity, are: developers, owners and operators; and, consulting 
and design engineers. Others are contractors, suppliers of equipment and specialists services, research institutes, 
financiers and students.  
International hydro conferences organized by Aqua-Media have taken place in: Budapest (1994); Barcelona (1995); 
Lausanne, (1996); Portoroz (1997); Aix en Provence (1998); Gmunden (1999); Bern (2000); Riva del Garda (2001); 
Kiris, (2002); Dubrovnik, (2003); Porto (2004); Villach (2005); Porto Carras (2006); Granada (2007); Ljubljana, (2008); 
Lyon (2009); Lisbon (2010); and Prague (2011). Regional (Asian) events have taken place in Bangkok, Thailand (2006); 
Danang (2008); Kuching (2010); and Chiang Mai (2012).   
Aqua-Media International founded the AMI Hydropower Foundation in 2007, a charitable body governed by a Board 
of Trustees. The main role of the Foundation is to facilitate the participation of delegates from the less developed 
countries to attend the annual conferences. A percentage of revenue from each conference is transferred to the 
Foundation each year. Companies and individuals in the hydropower profession donate additional funds.  
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